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President Dennison announces retirement
Allison Maier
Montana Kaimin
University of Montana President George Dennison announced
Monday that he plans to retire on
Aug. 15, 2010 — exactly 20 years
after first stepping into his job as
head of the university.
The announcement came at
the end of Dennison’s 20-minute
Campus Convocation address,
during which he outlined financial plans for the University that
include increasing tuition and
switching to a four-day workweek
to deal with limited state funding and the withdrawal of federal
stimulus money.
Dennison said he had intended
to announce his retirement last
September, but was asked to delay
sharing the news until after the
Montana Board of Regents completed its search for a new Montana State University president.
“I consider it a high honor and
rare privilege to have served as
president of a wonderful institution, made so by the people who
constitute it,” Dennison said in
his address. “I cannot speak about
stepping out of the role as President of the University of Montana
without expressing my deep gratitude and profound respect for the
faculty, staff, students and alumni
who have worked with me over the
years to advance the University.”
Dennison received his bachelor’s degree in history from the
University of Montana in 1962
and his master’s in 1963 before
getting a doctorate in history from
the University of Washington in
1967. He is UM’s 16th and longestserving president. Before taking
over the position in August 1990,

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

University of Montana President George Dennison announces his retirement Monday afternoon in the University Theatre. Dennison, who has been UM’s president
since 1990, plans to retire on Aug. 15.

he served as Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs at
Western Michigan University. He
has also held positions at Colorado
State University-Fort Collins, the
University of Arkansas and the
University of Washington.
In an interview with the Kaimin, Dennison said that even in
his early years as president he

had planned to stay for 20 years,
though he admits it has been
draining at times.
“You have to expect that when
you take a job like this,” he said.
During the past two decades,
he said, the physical landscape
of the University has changed —
something he didn’t plan — and
the academic landscape has grown

to include more graduate education and research — something
he did. And Dennison himself has
changed during his tenure.
“You can’t go through this
without gaining insight in the way
to handle things,” he said.
Though the University is facing challenges now, Dennison
said, there have been challenges

throughout the past two decades,
including a staff strike and other
budget issues in the mid-’90s
and after Sept. 11. But there were
also triumphs that he said will be
some of the greatest memories
he will take away from the University, including the success of

See DENNISON, page 12

Four-day workweek proposed for UM Dennison outlines
Mike Gerrity
Allison Maier
Montana Kaimin
Of all the cost-cutting initiatives outlined in President George
Dennison’s Campus Convocation
address, one that’s creating some
waves is the proposal for a fourday workweek, which would impact University employees as well
as students.
The idea is not new: It was introduced this fall, when the University administration was tasked
with brainstorming ways to deal
with the loss of federal stimulus
funds. In his address, Dennison
said it was now time to implement
the plan, saying it would create a
potential savings of $450,000 for
the University.
However, before such an initiative is implemented, it will likely
be brought before the Montana
Board of Regents, said Commissioner of Higher Education Sheila

Stearns. Though the board’s approval for a calendar change like
this is not necessarily required
by policy, she said, the proposed
change is significant enough that
it would probably be discussed by
the board anyway.
Its members would examine
the various impacts such a change
would have before making a decision, she said.
Details about a four-day schedule, including when it would first
be implemented, have yet to be
worked out. Rob Gannon, director
of academic and budget personnel
at the Provost’s Office, said it will
be a few days before any further
information is available.
For now, what is known is what
was said in Dennison’s address
— that UM will seek a four-day
workweek “except in those instances when closing facilities violates our priorities or potentially
increases costs.”

UM would be the first school in
Montana to implement a four-day
week, Stearns said.
Students and staff said it would
impact them in various ways.
Jan Jasperson, the UC Food
Court’s retail operational manager,
said the proposed schedule change
would likely cut hours for student
employees on campus. However,
he said the number of jobs available in the Food Court, which now
employs about 24 students, would
probably remain the same.
Tobin Shearer, UM history professor and coordinator for the African American studies program,
said one less day in the week would
probably not affect his schedule or
those of other humanities professors because most of their research
is done on their own time and they
are not paid on an hourly basis.
“Unless it would change my

See FOUR-DAY, page 12

major budget changes

Justyn Field
Montana Kaimin
State budget troubles and the
impending loss of federal stimulus
funds led outgoing University of
Montana President George Dennison to propose substantial financial changes to the University
in his convocation speech Monday
afternoon.
The University’s budget gap
may be as much as $2.2 million in
2011, which doesn’t account for the
loss of federal stimulus funds in
the next two years. In an attempt to
avert layoffs and continue scheduled classes, Dennison said he will
propose a plan to the Board of Regents that would include changing
full tuition from 12 credits to nine
and increasing tuition by 1 percent
per year for three years, among

other initiatives.
Dennison’s plan also calls for
the reallocation of state appropriations to universities so that UM
would receive more state funds.
He said the reallocation would
be more equitable because of the
number of Montana resident students in Missoula.
With an adjustment that would
pay for half of the uncovered students, Dennison expects $1 million more per year in funding.
Currently, 1,000 students on Missoula’s campus are unsubsidized
by the state. The adjustment would
likely come at the expense of UM
Western in Dillon and Montana
Tech in Butte, which together
have about 4,000 students. Missoula has nearly 15,000 students

See BUDGET, page 11
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New semester brings new era

EDITORIAL

Allison Maier, Editor

Tuition
hikes,
shortened
school weeks and a vacancy for
the University of Montana president’s position for the first time in
two decades. It was a lot of news
for 20 minutes.
But though the campus community — at least the segment
of it that turned up for President

George Dennison’s Campus Convocation address yesterday —
seemed rather blindsided by the
news, none of it was necessarily a
big surprise.
Dennison had been nearing
his 20th anniversary as UM’s
president; students and faculty
had been casually predicting his
retirement for years. Charles H.
Clapp, the second-longest serving
president in UM’s history, left after 14 years.
The economy is bad, which
means less state funding and
fewer private donations, causing
obvious financial problems for
universities everywhere. Knowing

that Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s cap
on Montana tuition rates wouldn’t
last, university administrators appeared resigned to the possibility
of tuition hikes.
Those tuition increases, along
with other initiatives Dennison
mentioned in his address — holding off on filling vacancies, reallocating state funds, instituting a four-day school week and
changing the tuition “flat spot” at
which point students are no longer charged for additional credits
— all came up in October, when
the University began planning for
the loss of $3.2 million a year that
had come from a one-time federal

Politicking Time Bomb
By Andrew Dusek

Surprise in Massachusetts election
could be good for both parties
I always hate being the bearer
of bad news, but it’s time for another year and another semester of study. While we were all
off gallivanting in snow drifts or
white sandy beaches, the world
of politics did not cease to turn.
I must admit that I was rather illinformed about what had been going on stateside when I returned
from my travels abroad. I was in
Ireland — a country with politics
even zanier than our own — for
only two weeks, but I could not believe what had been taking place
in my absence. Yes, the health care
bill passed the Senate vote amidst
a great hullabaloo. But while further action stalled, something bigger was on the horizon. The Massachusetts Senate special election
was kind of a big deal. However,

the outcome came as a surprise to
me. While I was worrying about
castles, monasteries and Protestant-Catholic politics of resentment, history was being made.
Scott Brown, a conservative
Republican and former Cosmopolitan centerfold, upset the oncefavored Democratic challenger for
the Senate seat formerly held by
liberal legend Ted Kennedy. Massachusetts has not had a Republican senator in almost 60 years. As
with the gubernatorial elections in
New Jersey and Virginia, it is clear
that the country is looking for the
change that was promised but
hasn’t yet been delivered. Dissatisfaction with current policies cost
Democrats their much-needed sixtieth senate seat. No one can deny
the importance of this election, but

I believe the elated responses got a
little out of hand.   
Call me old-fashioned, but I’m
a realist. I don’t like to count my
chickens before they hatch. I do
believe that this will be a wakeup call for the Democratic leadership, but I quickly got tired of
reading the string of overly-elated
Facebook statuses following the
results. My conservative friends
seemed to think Brown’s victory
was the Second Coming, the event
that would finish the Democrats
off once and for all. My liberal
friends’ responses were no better.
This isn’t a soccer match. The only
way of deeming any election a victory is by the actual, positive impact it has on the entire population
— big and small, rich and poor.   
Both parties can learn a les-

stimulus package.
But theoretical initiatives and
an actual plan for cutting costs at
the University are bound to draw
different reactions. Students don’t
want to pay more money to go to
college and there are a lot of questions that come up when talking
about cutting a day out of the usual workweek.
Opinions about the University’s plans will differ greatly and
discussion is not poised to end
soon. At the moment, the only
thing anyone knows for sure is
that things are on track to change.
How the University will come out
of those changes remains to be

son from this. Bureaucratic infighting, a troubled economy and
consistently empty rhetoric have
made liberals lose touch with
the American people as the 2010
midterm elections draw near. I’ll
agree to that, but what I don’t believe is that President Obama and
his agenda are defeated. Change
is always a product of the times.
As the old saying from the 1992
campaign season stated, “It’s the
economy, stupid!” With continued
lay-offs and bank bailouts, voters
haven’t seen the results they hoped
for in the first year. Did we really
expect the entire world to change
overnight?  
Promises made on the campaign trail are often unrealistic
and our nation needs real, measurable results. We’re experiencing
the worst recession since the Great
Depression and no amount of rhetoric can hide that fact. However, I
really believe our president is handling the tasks in front of him to
the best of his ability. He may have
lost his footing off the starting
block, but this latest bump in the
road may be good for him.
I am rather pleased with the
message Brown’s election signifies and I hope Democrats heed

seen.
In his State of the University
address last fall, Dennison mentioned the challenges universities are facing as they attempt to
simultaneously transform themselves to adapt to the changing
times while dealing with economic crises. Nevertheless, on Monday he refrained from labeling the
current situation one of the worst
UM has faced. There are always
challenges, he said.
And with new challenges, new
solutions and new leadership, it’s
safe to say that, like it or not, a
new era is about to begin at the
University of Montana.
allison.maier@umontana.edu

the wake-up call. I hope they slow
down their agenda and start working together and listening to the
public. I hope health care reform
can be hammered out until it benefits everyone. That probably won’t
happen, but stay with me here. I
hope the White House stops blaming external factors for Democratic defeats and looks internally
to solve problems that are easily
fixable. Most of all, I hope people
recognize what the current political shift really means for America.
This is not a black-and-white
case of victory or defeat. This is a
case of change being made through
the democratic process and that is
a positive thing that other areas of
the world envy. Our president and
his administration are not defeated
at the close of year one — far from
it. As Richard Nixon once said,
“Defeat doesn’t finish a man, quit
does.” If you ask me, I don’t think
either side is throwing in the towel
any time soon.
Andrew Dusek is a senior
majoring in print journalism and
international relations and comparative politics.

andrew.dusek@umontana.edu
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Times are tough

Montana

Event aims to illustrate diversity
Shanda Bradshaw
Montana Kaimin
When you think of words to describe the University of Montana,
diverse may not be one of them.
The Office of Civic Engagement hopes to change that by celebrating and showcasing UM’s
unique diversity through its Diversity Continuum. The Diversity
Continuum will give any student
the opportunity to describe how
they add diversity to the campus.
“We’re asking people to show
diversity in any way that they
think they have it,” said UM
Campus Corp team leader Ashley
Widtfeldt.
To participate in the Diversity Continuum, students are

encouraged to visit the UC Atrium
today and Wednesday and again
on Feb. 2-3 to tell their stories and
have their photographs taken. Stories and photographs will then be
displayed Feb. 10-12 in the UC.
Widtfeldt said UM AmeriCorps members created the Diversity Continuum in honor of Martin Luther King Day, but decided
to wait until the semester started
so all students have the chance to
participate.
“I think it’s important to recognize diversity on campus,” she
said. “I think we have a ton of diversity, it’s just not as readily seen
as it is other places.”
Widtfeldt said they are looking to explore diversity in all of its
forms.

“It can be race, culture, socioeconomic status, hobbies or anything else that makes that person
different from anyone else,” she
said.
Although Montana is not often
thought of as a diverse state, Widtfeldt said that it has plenty of diversity to offer.
“We’re trying not to look for
anything specific,” she said.
“We’re just letting the student
body speak for themselves.”
If you would like to participate
in the Diversity Continuum, photography sessions will be held today and Wednesday from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and Feb. 2-3 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the UC.
shanda.bradshaw@umontana.edu

Come check out our new look!
www.montanakaimin.com

Justin Franz/Montana Kaimin

More than 400 people found themselves out of work in early January with
the shutdown of the Smurfit-Stone Container cardboard mill in Frenchtown.
The shutdown means a loss of Frenchtown’s number-one taxpayer, leaving a
hole in funding for the area school district. Outside the now-silent mill are the
hardhats of laid-off employees hanging on a fence, a silent reminder of a mill
that had employed a town for over a half century.
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Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
It’s Chinese Culture Week at
the University of Montana, a celebration honoring the new Confucius Institute on campus.
Located in the Mansfield Center, the institute offers a unique
studying opportunity for high
school and college students.
Director Jie Qin said there are
more than 60 Confucius Institutes
in the United States, but this is
the first in Montana. It opened in
January 2009 but Qin and Assistant
Director Suhan Chen said they
have been too busy to organize a
formal opening celebration until
now.
In August 2009, the institute
began its language program and
has been working with several
high schools in Missoula to develop curricula. Visiting professors
from the Southwest University of
Political Science and Law in China have been working face-to-face
with students in Missoula to teach
them to speak Mandarin Chinese.
High school students outside of
Missoula can take classes online.
The professors are also working to deliver cultural presentations and lectures to college students across the state. The goal is
to create a better understanding of

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Chinese culture.
Southwest University is responsible for establishing the Confucius Institute in Montana. Qin,
who is one of the visiting professors from China, said it has been
a two-year process getting everything set up, but the hard work has
finally paid off. She said it is important for the United States and
China to communicate, and this
creates a perfect opportunity.
“We are very happy to communicate with the University of Montana,” Qin said. “We have gained
enormous support from the community.”
She said that as a teacher, the
Institute presents a great chance
for Chinese students to interact
with Americans.
“We hope students from this
university will come visit our university,” Qin said.
Chinese Culture Week will feature several dances and a dance
workshop. It ends Friday with Chinese movie night.
Chen said she looks forward to
tonight’s dance recital.
“It’s the highlight of the culture
week,” Chen said. “It’s a good
chance to see a real Chinese performance.”
The dancers are students from
the Southwest University of Political Science and Law. Chen said
they represent many different mi-

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

Jing Li (left) and Wei Wei (right) model traditional Chinese dance costumes in the University Center. Both are part of the
Southwest University of Political Science and Law Performance Tour of the United States that traveled to Missoula as part
of Chinese Culture Week.

norities from the country.
“Most people probably just
think we are Hmong Chinese,
but we actually have 56 minority
groups in China,” Chen said, adding that the recital is a good way to
see a representation of the different cultures.
The recital will take place in
the University Theatre at 7 p.m.
The Rocky Mountain Ballet

Theatre troupe from Missoula
visited China before the Olympics
in 2008. They will lead a Chinese
dance workshop Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. in the University Center
North Ballroom based on what
they learned in China.
Movie night begins Friday at
7 p.m. in the University Center
room 330. All events are free and
open to the public. Chen said she

hopes there will be a large audience and that people enjoy the
performances. She hopes this will
encourage future learning opportunities between China and the
United States.
“This is a first step,” Chen said.
“The first step is always important.”
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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UM students attend
climate conference
Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
At the United Nations Climate
Conference in Copenhagen last
month, University of Montana
freshman Zach Brown watched a
negotiator from the small island
nation of Tuvalu plead for the survival of his country.
“His message was, ’If this week
doesn’t go well, my children may
not have a home in fifty years.’
And then he started crying,”
Brown said. “It was a pretty powerful moment.”
Global warming threatens to
turn his country into an Atlantis
within the coming years as sea levels rise. The island nation of Maldives faces the same danger.
“America is talking about, ‘Is
(climate change) going to hurt our
economy?’” Brown said. “People
in the Maldives are talking about,
‘Are my children going to be environmental refugees?’”
Tuvalu’s negotiator remarked
that it was ironic that the fate of
his country, and the fate of the negotiations, lay in the hands of the
U.S. Congress, Brown said.
Brown, along with UM students Melissa Hayes and Yaicha
Bookhout, witnessed many firsthand accounts like these during
negotiations in Copenhagen last
month. Tuvalu’s negotiator stated
that his nation’s entire population
lives below two meters above sea
level. In the Maldives, an estimated 80 percent of their nation could
be underwater by 2100 if sea levels
continue to rise as expected.
Hayes and Bookhout were selected by the Environmental Studies Department to receive funding
from the Wiancko Family Foundation to fully fund their travel to the
conference in Copenhagen where
some 45,000 others flocked Dec. 7
to 18. Brown raised his own funds

with the support of the program
through UM’s Office of the Provost and the Orfalea Foundation.
They stayed with local families in
Copenhagen. During the visit, the
students were allowed to observe
many of the negotiation meetings
throughout the conference, as well
as educational class-like presentations put on by various non-profits.
The meeting of some 192 different nations in Copenhagen
seemed especially positive because it created a venue for hundreds of non-profits from around
the world to network with each
other, said Hayes, a UM graduate law student whose focus is on
environmental justice. The conference also increased the global
awareness of climate change as a
real issue, she said.
However, her initial hope and
enthusiasm for the conference
was soon exchanged with feelings
of “tension and pressure” as time
went on.
The framework for climate
change legislation past 2012 was
supposed to be decided at the Copenhagen conference because the
first commitment period of the
Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012.
While the conference ended with
the Copenhagen Accord, which
recognizes climate change as
one of the greatest challenges of
the present that needs to be combated, the document is still vague
and somewhat disappointing, said
the three UM students. Hopefully
more concrete, specific resolutions
will come out of the next climate
change conference in Mexico City
at the end of the year, they said.
“If the U.S., China and India
don’t drastically curb their emissions, then what other nations do
won’t have enough of an impact to

M
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Protesters march down the streets of Copenhagen on Dec. 12, 2009, at the midway point of the conference. More than
100,000 people marched for 6 kilometers from the Danish Parliament to the Bella Center.
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Students walk through the falling snow on their way to class Monday afternoon. Snow is expec

Back to
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Cigarettes overflow from an ashtray outside the UC Monday as snow falls on passing students. The University of
Montana has proposed a campus-wide smoking ban that would go into effect in 2011.

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

Jason Johnson (left) checks a student’s textbook receipt. Johnson, an employee at the Bookstore of the University of Montana, was one of
several employees who stood in front of doors and looked over receipts as students left the store.

7

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

Students make last-minute trips to the Bookstore at the University of Montana to purchase textbooks.

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

cted to continue in the Missoula area Tuesday and Wednesday.

o school
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Coffee and class syllabi were prevalent Monday morning in the Urey Lecture Hall as students began their first day
of classes.

Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin

UM students hit the gym and avoid the snow after the first day of classes.
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UM student visits Lebanon
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin
Upon hearing fireworks explode on New Year’s Eve, I wanted
to step onto the balcony for a better view. My boyfriend’s mother,
however, warned me to stay inside. I then realized the firework
detonation was coupled with enthusiastic machine gun fire. Some
Lebanese habits die hard.
Situated on the eastern end of
the Mediterranean, Lebanon could
fit into Montana 36 times, yet it
contains over four times as many
people. From 1975 to 1990, civil
war engulfed the country, with
most of the fighting concentrated
in Beirut. While pock-marked
buildings still bear testament to
the war, much of the city has put
on a fresh coat of paint. Once
known as “the Paris of the Middle
East,” Beirut is eager for a renaissance.
From outward appearances,
this new age has arrived. When
looking at the demeanor and appearance of most of the residents,
it is hard to imagine the city in the
throes of war. Drivers steer luxury
cars through crowded streets lined
with expensive shops. Signs everywhere indicate a new residential
tower is soon to materialize; the
new is swallowing the old. Christians and Muslims worship next
door to one another.
Heidi Montag would feel at

home in Beirut, where plastic surgery is big business. We saw four
women with freshly bandaged
noses. Ex-patriates often return for
bargains on liposuction and breast
augmentation. This focus on perfection does come at a cost — my
boyfriend’s slender 18-year-old
sister thinks she is fat.
Vestiges of the old souks remain, but they are being replaced
with modern malls that look and
smell American. Western brands
flourish and luxury items are coveted. Much like New York’s Canal
Street, some store windows are
choked with counterfeit goods. I
discovered “Made in India” stickers beneath the price tags of some
“Lebanese” souvenirs.
In the middle of a geographical
region that frowns upon alcohol,
Lebanon boasts an ever-expanding
array of bars and clubs. Four drinks
can easily set you back $100. One
can also visit “super night clubs”
which are strip clubs. This combination makes Beirut a Las Vegas
of the Middle East. Coupled with
its beaches and greenery, Lebanon
is a popular tourist destination for
the region.
Most Lebanese, however, do not
appreciate being lumped in with
the Middle East. Rather, they view
themselves as Mediterranean. The
sparkling sea borders the country,
lending it a unique history, cuisine
and geography.
Lebanon is home to many cu-

Erin Cole/Montana Kaimin

A Lebanese couple snuggles in front of the Mamluk shrine located in downtown Beirut.

linary delights, among them raw
meat. At breakfast one morning,
I sampled raw liver, while another
night at dinner, raw ground lamb
was served. Pizza, meanwhile, is
served with ketchup packets.
In a city ruled by the French
until 1943, Beirut’s second language has become English. So
while the city is easy to linguistically navigate, some culture shock
is unavoidable.
Upon our arrival at the airport,
I spotted my first UN vehicle. On
our way into the city we passed
through a soldier checkpoint. The
military is everywhere and active
tanks watch over the streets.
To foreign eyes, areas of Beirut
resemble a mass of haphazardly
stacked Jenga blocks. Cats dart
through downtown streets, hoping
for scraps from outdoor diners.
Traffic queuing is not a Lebanese strength. Four or five lanes of
vehicles routinely navigate roads
designed to hold three. On one
busy street, I watched a car scrape
against a new Jaguar, leaving behind a discernable scratch and an
angry driver.

My boyfriend and I took some
out-of-the ordinary sightseeing
trips. We drove into the mountains
to visit Ehden, the town where
my boyfriend’s mother and sisters
lived during the 2006 war with Israel. Later, we made a house call
on my boyfriend’s ultra-conservative uncle. I had been told that
I would be introduced as my boyfriend’s fiancée. When the time
actually came and we were settled
in the drawing room with slices
of chocolate cake, I was upgraded
and introduced as his new wife.
While we were in Lebanon,
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab
boarded a plane bound from Amsterdam to Detroit, intending to
carry out a terrorist attack. Luckily he failed. We were also Detroit bound on our return trip, and
Lebanon was placed on special
list for intensified security checks.
At a German airport, we were
pulled aside on the jetway before
our flight to have our checked
and carry-on luggage searched by
hand. My boyfriend was quizzed
at length about his Arabic books,
but we were allowed to board.

Perhaps Beirut is ready to
snatch its crown back from Dubai.
Unlike the United Arab Emirate city-state, Lebanon didn’t
need bailing out last year. In fact,
thanks to strict banking regulations, the country has largely escaped the global recession. Recent
conflict with Israel has simmered
to a battle over who can make the
biggest vat of hummus.
Tensions haven’t completely
dissipated, though. Hundreds of
thousands of displaced Palestinian
refugees make their homes here.
Hezbollah remains active, and the
government is still trying to find
its balance. Yet, as the fireworks
and machine gun fire proved on
New Year’s Eve, the country has
much to celebrate.
erin.cole@umontana.edu
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Lady Griz gain ground in conference play
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
What a difference a month makes.
Through mid-December, Robin Selvig’s young Montana Lady Griz were
bruised and battered from injuries and a
gauntlet of a non-conference schedule.
The team had posted a modest 4–6, with
two of those wins coming against Great
Falls and UM-Western, rendering its record underwhelming at best.
However, as the calendar changed, so
did the fortunes of the Lady Griz. Since
conference play began the team has gone
4–2 and currently sits in third place in the
Big Sky.
“We had a tough preseason schedule
with some injuries,” said coach Robin Selvig. “I think we’ve gradually gotten better.”
To say the Lady Griz have gotten better is quite the understatement. Their only
conference losses thus far have been to
first-place Eastern Washington and second-place Portland State by a combined
five points.
In fact, had it not been for a 7–0 run
by Eastern late in overtime, the Lady Griz
would be sitting near the top of the conference instead of two and a half games
behind the Eagles.
Regardless of the improvement in play,
the Lady Griz continued to get bit by the
injury bug as true-freshman phenom Katie Baker went down with a season-ending
injury in the final minute of the contest
against Eastern.
Before Baker went down, she had been
leading the Lady Griz in scoring and rebounds in conference play and had tallied
consecutive double-doubles against Idaho
State and Eastern.
Because of the injury, Selvig has called
on multiple sources off the bench to help
fill the void left by Baker, most notably
center Shadra Robison and forwards Alexandra Hurley and Jessa Loman Linford,
who have all seen significant increases in
playing time.
“I’m very happy with how we responded to [Baker’s injury],” Selvig said. “Those
kids have gotten more time and done a
good job.”
“Shad’s (Robison) just playing great,”
said assistant coach Annette Rocheleau.
“She’s getting the chance to go in there
and prove herself and she’s doing it.”

While Robison doesn’t put up the number of points Baker did, at 6-foot-3-inches
she is providing an imposing inside presence on both ends of the floor. Robison
has been effective on the glass, as she is
averaging five rebounds per game since
Baker’s injury.
Another reason for the early league
success is the remarkable improvement of
the Lady Griz defense.
The Lady Griz currently sit atop the
conference in a multitude of defensive
categories including scoring defense, field
goal percentage defense, rebounding defense and rebounding margin.
“It took a little bit of some rough rides
there and a few losses to get things figured
out, but I think the girls are understanding
how to play defense … and the offense is
just coming,” Rocheleau said.
Even with the recent success, the Lady
Griz are still one of the thinnest teams in
the conference. Only nine players dressed
against Montana State on Saturday, but
help is on the way. Sophomore guard
Misty Atkinson practiced for the first
time last week since sustaining an injury
in practice prior to the season-opener in
November.
“She’s got a ways to go to get back,”
Selvig said. “We’ll work her back slowly.”
According to Selvig, he anticipates seeing Atkinson back on the court before the
season is over in early March.
However, the news wasn’t nearly as
good for redshirt freshman and back-up
point guard Ashley Ferda, as she will miss
the remainder of the season.
Ferda sustained a stress fracture after
the Maroon and Silver scrimmage in October. According to Rocheleau, the fracture hasn’t healed as it should. The coaching staff is hoping that she will be ready
for next fall.
“It’s unfortunate for her. I feel really
badly for her,” Rocheleau said. “We could
have used another point guard. It’d be nice
to get some more depth at that position.”
For now, seniors Shaunte Nance-Johnson and Lauren Beck will continue to
share point guard duties.
Throughout this season, Beck has
played four different positions and has
shouldered much of the offensive load this
season, averaging 15.2 points per game in
conference play.

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Lady Griz freshman Katie Baker (22) fights for a loose ball against University of Denver’s Kaetlyn Murdoch
(24) in November. Montana hosts Northern Colorado Friday and Northern Arizona Saturday.

troy.warzocha@umontana.edu

Griz notebook: Track and Field takes stride; football, tennis stumble
Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
While most students were enjoying the perks of winter vacation
— late nights, later mornings, free
meals and no homework — the
University of Montana athletic
department and teams were hard
at work. Montana football went
through one of the busiest months
in recent program history, and the
tennis and indoor track teams began their winter campaigns.
Football:
The Griz started the winter
break the same way they did the
year before, with a chance to win
the National Championship in
Chattanooga against Villanova.
The game started out promising as Marc Mariani and his 178
receiving yards pushed the Griz
to a 14–9 halftime lead, but ultimately Montana fell short, falling
23–21 in a heartbreaking finish.
The news of the loss had just

started to set in when the annual
rumors of Bobby Hauck’s status
as Montana’s head coach began to
stir. The yearly off-season question of whether Hauck would take
a more lucrative job didn’t last
long though, because a few days
later, he did. After seven seasons
at the helm of the Grizzlies, Hauck
took the head job at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas. Hauck
compiled a record of 80–17 with
Montana and will be succeeding
former UNLV coach Mike Sanford who went 16–43 in his five
seasons with the Rebels.
Hauck’s vacant spot was swiftly filled, as athletic director Jim
O’Day announced Robin Pflugrad
as the 34th coach in the history
of the Montana Grizzlies a week
later.
Pflugrad served as a wide-receivers coach for the Griz this past
season and has been out on the recruiting trail leading up to national
signing day on Feb. 3.

Tennis:
The first matches of the new
decade weren’t kind to the women’s tennis team. The Griz fell
0-7 to No. 34 Boise State this past
weekend, played at a neutral site in
Bozeman.
“The final score doesn’t always
necessarily show how well we
played,” head coach Steve Ascher
said. “We had some matches that
were fought hard and were competitive throughout.”
Two of the better matches from
the Grizzlies were those of freshmen Constance Alexander and
Heather Davidson.
Alexander, playing in the
No. 3 spot, played Biancha
Jochimson into a first set tiebreaker but closely lost the set, then the
match, 7–6, 6–4.
In the No. 4 spot, Davidson lost
the first set 6–4 to Stephanie Jasper.
Davidson rallied in the second set
to bring Jasper to a tiebreak, but
her bid for a third set fell short,

losing the match 6–4, 7–6.
Ascher said he hopes the play
of Davidson and Alexander, along
with veteran twin sisters Amanda
and Rebecca Bran, will help offset
the loss of last season’s departing
seniors Liz Walker and Martyna
Nowak.
“We lost some good players in
Liz and Martyna,” Ascher said.
“But I feel good about the recruiting class that we have and the
work that the rest of the girls did
over the summer and break.”
The women have this week
off before a trip to Colorado next
week to take on Air Force, TexasSan Antonio and Colorado State.
Track And Field:
Three more Montana track
and field athletes qualified for
the Big Sky Conference Indoor
Championships this past weekend
with impressive showings in the
Cougar Indoor in Pullman, Wash.
Senior Kara DeWalt and sopho-

more Kesslee Payne both met the
Big Sky standard in the 3,000-meter race. Payne won the race with
a time of 10:01.64, finishing just
ahead of Payne, who clocked a
10:05.13. Both times placed them
ahead of the 10:10 qualifying time.
In the triple jump, sophomore
Asia Graham posted a 37–3.25 to
finish second in the competition
and eclipse the Big Sky qualifying
mark of 37 feet.
Out-jumping Graham was
freshman Lindsey Hall at 38–0.75.
Hall had previously qualified for
the league championships during a
meet in December.
The Grizzlies now have nine
women and four men qualified for
the BSC championships, which
will be held at the end of February.
Senior Michael Blanchard
finished seventh in the heptathlon with 4,623 points. Blanchard
previously qualified for the BSC
championships in December.
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Full steam ahead: Griz on attack after loss to Cats
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
For 20 minutes of practice Monday, the Griz
men’s basketball team scrimmaged with an orange
plastic lid wedged in the basket.
On the heels of their frustrating 61–52 loss at
Montana State Saturday, the challenge was a fitting gesture.
Montana’s offense sputtered in the opening
half, as the Griz (13–7, 4–4) put up just 21 points
in the first and failed to score for 12 minutes on
a night where they finished 17–42 from the field.
The idea of the lid was two-fold. With every
shot bound to miss, it helped players work on rebounds. But for a team that has endured scoring
droughts, it served another purpose.
“It adds a little bit to their toughness,” assistant
coach Bill Evans said. “You learn to cut out the
silliness when the ball isn’t going in.”
Their shots hit plastic and bounced back at
them, but Montana players kept attacking the
bucket, shooting as if they could drill every open
look. They stayed aggressive — something coaches said they didn’t do in their last outing.
“This week it’s going to be like a broken record,”
assistant Andy Hill said. “We’re saying it over and
over again: be aggressive. We haven’t been taking it
to our opponents, we’ve been sitting back.”
Senior point guard, team captain and leading
scorer Anthony Johnson has taken some of the responsibility for this problem.
The preseason All-American dropped 31 points
in a win over the Cats last year, but managed just
eight on Saturday, while missing the front end on
a crucial one and one late in the contest.
Though he has averaged just under 17 points per
game, Johnson said Montana State guard Marquis

Navarre was right when he told him before a big
free throw attempt that he wasn’t clutch, that he
comes up short in big moments.
“He’s right, I haven’t been as aggressive this
year and that’s why I haven’t been the same,”
Johnson said. “That’s going to change starting
now. You’re going to see a brand-new A.J.”
Johnson’s uneven play is one of the reasons
Montana’s season has been equal parts feast and
famine — depending on the night.
The Griz charged out to a 5–1 record with a
string of easy victories — including a 13-point
win at Oregon, before nearly upsetting then-No.
14 Washington.
But after rattling off four consecutive wins to
wrap up their non-conference schedule, the Griz
dropped their first two league matchups, falling at
Idaho State and Weber State.
They followed that up with three straight conference wins, including a 90–58 home drubbing
of Big Sky heavyweight Portland State on Jan. 9.
Then came the disheartening loss in Bozeman.
After crawling back into the game on a 9–1
run, the Griz couldn’t buy a basket in the final two
minutes and gave up a handful of wide-open looks
as the Cats finished on a 10–2 run to close out the
win.
Johnson said the Griz have lost their competitive edge away from home. He said it is something he is determined to bring back as they head
into crucial away stops at Northern Arizona and
Northern Colorado this weekend.
“When we get on the road, it’s like we don’t
have the same energy,” Johnson said. “We aren’t
bringing it on either end. We haven’t been attacking the rim and taking a stand defensively. That’s
enough of that.”

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Grizzly guard Shawn Stockton (22) goes up for a shot against a North Dakota defender
during a game in November. Following a loss to Montana State Saturday night, Montana
looks for a win at Northern Colorado Thursday.
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BUDGET
From page 1
between both its campuses.
In an attempt to further increase revenue, Dennison proposed a “modest” 1-percent-peryear increase in tuition, which he
expects would bring in $3 million
over the next three years. He said
that number could increase with
higher enrollment, but that the
University must not count on an
enrollment increase to balance the
budget.
Dennison said he planned to
reduce the number of credits students can sign up for before hitting
the tuition “flat spot”— the number of credits at which students pay
full price for attending the University, but have no additional charges for taking credits beyond that.
Currently, students pay full tuition
when they sign up for 12 credits.
The new plan would reduce that
to nine. The average undergraduate student currently takes more
than 13 credits, while graduate
students take around nine. The
change would not affect College
of Technology students. Dennison
predicted the shift would generate $1.5 million for the University
over three years.
Aside from increasing revenue,
Dennison also proposed several
cost-cutting measures:
—Not filling vacant staff positions unless necessary.
—Reducing overtime pay.
—Implementing a four-day
workweek for as many jobs as
possible, effectively initiating a
four-day school week. (See related
story on page 1.)
—Reducing non-essential travel, eliminating some copy facilities and increasing energy savings.
Dennison expects $1.35 million
in savings from the measures and
estimates tht his plan would generate $7.85 million over a three-year
period.
The plans would have to be approved by the Board of Regents,
which will meet in March and
May. The board has a conference
call scheduled for Thursday that
was set before the president’s announcement.
justyn.field@umontana.edu
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Obama to seek freeze on part of budget
Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Facing
voter anger over mounting budget
deficits, President Barack Obama
will ask Congress to freeze spending for some domestic programs
for three years beginning in 2011,
administration officials said Monday. Separately, Obama unveiled
plans to help a middle class “under assault” pay its bills, save for
retirement and care for kids and
aging parents.
The spending freeze would apply to a relatively small portion
of the federal budget, affecting a
$477 billion pot of money available for domestic agencies whose
budgets are approved by Congress
each year. Some of those agencies
could get increases, others would
have to face cuts; such programs
got an almost 10 percent increase
this year. The federal budget total
was $3.5 trillion.
The three-year plan will be
part of the budget Obama will
submit Feb. 1, senior administration officials said, commenting on
condition of anonymity to reveal
private details. They said Obama
was expected to propose the freeze
Wednesday night in his State of
the Union address.
The Pentagon, veterans programs, foreign aid and the Homeland Security Department would
be exempt from the freeze.
The savings would be small at
first, perhaps $10 billion to $15
billion, one official said. But over
the coming decade, savings would
add up to $250 billion.
The White House is under considerable pressure to cut deficits —
the red ink hit a record $1.4 trillion
this year — or at least keep them
from growing. Encouraged by last
week’s Massachusetts Senate victory, Republicans are hitting hard
on the issue, and polls show voters
increasingly concerned.

Obama’s separate public comments previewed other topics in
the State of the Union address.
The proposals he described
won’t create jobs, but he said they
could “re-establish some of the
security that’s slipped away.” His
remarks aimed to lift the nation’s
dour mood and show he is in touch
with the daily struggles of millions
of people as resentment runs high
about lost jobs and the economy.
The initiatives amount to a
package of tax credits, spending
expansions and new mandates on
employers to encourage retirement
savings by workers. Most of them
will be included in Obama’s budget for the fiscal year starting Oct.
1, and they will require approval
from Congress. Obama will release that budget Feb. 1.
The president’s latest rollout
of ideas served as a preview of
his prime-time State of the Union
address. The economic elements
of that speech will also cover
Obama’s plans to boost job creation and reduce swelling budget
deficits — areas of concern to the
public.
Obama’s address will outline
his second-year agenda across
a spectrum of issues, including
tighter rules on Wall Street behavior and a push for financial
discipline in Washington. He also
is expected to touch on the controversial issue of gays in the military.
Among the president’s economic ideas:
—Nearly doubling the tax
credit that families making under
$85,000 can receive for child care
costs, with some help for families
earning up to $115,000, too.

—Capping the size of periodic
federal college loan repayments at
10 percent of borrowers’ discretionary income to make payments
more affordable.
—Increasing by $1.6 billion the
money pumped into a federal fund
to help working parents pay for
child care, covering an estimated
235,000 additional children.
—Requiring employers who
don’t offer 401(k) retirement plans
to offer direct-deposit IRAs for
their employees, with exemptions
for the smallest firms.
—Spending more than $100
million to help people care for
their elderly parents and get support for themselves as well.
The White House maintained
that its imperative still is to create jobs. Unemployment remains
in double digits, and the economy
is the public’s top concern. Yet
Obama said that squeezed families
need help in other ways, too: paying for child care, helping out aging parents, saving for retirement,
paying off college debt.
What matters ultimately to
people, Obama said, is “whether
they see some progress in their
own lives. So we’re going to keep
fighting to rebuild our economy
so that hard work is once again
rewarded, wages and incomes are
once again rising, the middle class
is once again growing.”
Less clear was how much the
programs would cost or where the
money would come from.
Officials deferred comment until the release of the budget.
Obama, whose poll numbers
are off, is trying to sharpen his
economic message in a way that
shows people he is on their side.

White House officials say they
know people have been turned off
by the long, messy fight for health
insurance reform. Plus, there’s a
perception that families have gotten far less help than big banks.
The economy is growing, but
not fast enough to bring down
widespread joblessness. The unemployment rate is at 10 percent
and most economists say it could
take until at least 2015 for it to return to more normal levels.
The plans Obama set forth
came from the yearlong work of
a task force, led by Vice President
Joe Biden, that was charged with
helping the middle class.
“We’re talking about dignity.
We’re talking about security,”
Biden said. “We’re talking about
knowing your pension is safe, your
health insurance is reliable, your
elderly parents and your children
are going to be cared for, your
neighborhood is safe.”
Obama’s initiatives also include expanding and simplifying a
tax credit that matches retirement
savings, and making 401(k) rules
easier to understand.
On the matter of gays in the
military, Obama has promised to
lift the ban on gays serving openly,
and several lawmakers support a
repeal of the law. But some senior
military advisers and members of
Congress have urged the president
not to shake up the status quo at a
time of two wars.
Sen. Carl Levin, chairman of
the Armed Services Committee,
said he had planned to convene a
hearing on the issue in January,
but that the Obama administration asked him to hold off until the
president’s national address.
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From page 1

DENNISON
From page 1

teaching schedule, I’d be doing the
same thing,” Shearer said.
UM sophomore Ekaterina Sadovnikova said she would prefer to
continue working her shift on Fridays in the Country Store because
working that day doesn’t interfere
with her class schedule the rest of
the week.
“It’s a perfect day to work,” Sadovnikova said.
If she weren’t able to work at
the Country Store on Fridays, she
said she would probably try to find
work somewhere else.
Jana O’Connor, a UM senior
who works part time at the UC
Market, said she would oppose
trading longer workday hours for
three-day weekends because it
would give her less time to spend
with her children.
“Right now, I only get three
hours with them in the evenings,”
she said. “It sounds like a really
extreme, bipolar thing to do.”

fundraising projects like the one
that paid for the construction of
the Native American Center.
After leaving his post this summer, Dennison plans to write a
book about UM’s history and possibly do some teaching.
“I’ll have time to read, think,
write and do whatever,” he said.
Before that happens, the Montana University System will have
to find a replacement. Commissioner of Higher Education Sheila
Stearns said the Montana Board of
Regents will get together to hold
a workshop in a couple of weeks
to outline the process and plan the
timing of a nationwide search. The
workshop will take place on UM’s
Missoula campus and will be open
for public comment.
Specifics, such as the salary a
new president would be offered,
have yet to be determined, Stearns
said, but in general, the board will
look for a person with experience
and a vision for the school.
Stearns said that, while she’s
happy that Dennison will get a
break after working hard for so
many years, it’s hard to lose someone with as much institutional
memory and experience as he.
Receptionist Char Bonebright,
who has worked in the President’s
Office for 13 years, shares the sentiment.
“It saddens me to see him go,
but I’m very happy for the next
chapter of his life and having
some time to do what he enjoys,”
she said.

michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
allison.maier@umontana.edu
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
FOR SALE
Sexy Sweetheart Sale February 13th 7 to 7
Stensrud Building across from Kettlehouse
Brewery. LOVELY Vintage and Retro
Dresses & Hats Costume jewelry, pretty
pumps & bags. Vintage Sewing Patterns!
363-3473.
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Marchers protest NGO activists outside the main negotiating plenary hall. The protestors’ chants of “TU-VA-LU, TU-VA-LU,” in
support of the vulnerable island state created so much noise that the activists ceased negotiations.

CLIMATE
From page 5
make enough of a change,” Hayes
said.
The three hope to take what they
have learned in Copenhagen and
share it with Montana. They are working on climate change issues and education with various non-profits, UM
classes, and university clubs like UM’s
Climate Action Now.
Hayes said it is important for
the youth not to get “bogged down
by doomsday scenarios” and to remember to keep pressing leaders to
support legislation that helps reduce
carbon emissions. This generation
will have to deal with the real affects
of these political decisions, she said.
Bookhout, a UM senior in environmental studies, feels similarly.
“Every action has a reaction,”
said Bookhout, also one of the first
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CLASSIFIEDS

UM students who will graduate
with a minor in Climate Change
Studies. “Everyone makes a differ-

“Everyone makes a
difference. Even if
they don’t care about
climate change, their
everyday actions are
affecting others.”
-Yaicha Bookhout, senior,
environmental studies

ence. Even if they don’t care about
climate change, their everyday actions are affecting others.”
Brown, a double major in environmental studies and creative
writing, said he didn’t realize the
full scope of the youth movement

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

FOR RENT
4 bed room home for rent 1100 per month.
Call Jim at 406-846-1000.
HELP WANTED
The Nature Conservancy’s Pine Butte
Guest Ranch in Choteau, Montana is
currently hiring seasonal positions for
the summer of 2010. We are looking for
qualified, friendly people to fill positions

as kitchen staff, wranglers, wrangler
naturalist, and in guest services.
To see complete job descriptions and
apply, please visit www.nature.org/careers
and complete an online application by
February 14, 2010.
Please call (406) 466-2158 if you have any
questions.

Looking for minimal home health care to
include pets, errands and occasional help
with lifting and transitioning male MS
patient in exchange for free rent in private
furnished lower level living quarters.
Male or couple applicants preferred due
to necessary lifting. Send resume and a
minimum of two reference letters to
P.O. Box 17737, Missoula, MT 59808.
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working on climate change issues
until he arrived in Copenhagen.
There are a lot of intelligent, powerful young people who are working to make a difference, he said.
Locally, UM students have more
access to and ability to influence
their elected officials regarding
these issues than most other states
because of Montana’s relatively
small population, he said. By pressuring elected officials like Max
Baucus to support climate change
legislation, students in Montana can
help create a global ripple affect nationally and internationally.
“The huge youth campaign in
Copenhagen was ‘How old are
you going to be in 2050?’” Brown
said. “This is something that’s going to impact us, and those people
negotiating it now aren’t going to
be around.”
carmen.george@umontana.edu
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